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$10.4 MILLION FOR NEW CANCER TREATMENTS 
 
People with chemo-resistant breast cancer are among those who will benefit from a 
$10.4 million NSW Government boost for research into innovative cancer treatment. 
 
Health Minister Brad Hazzard said the funding for 21 fellowships, delivered through 
the Cancer Institute NSW, will support researchers investigating new treatments for 
people with particularly aggressive forms of cancer, including breast cancers which 
are no longer responding to existing treatments. 
 
“We have made remarkable progress in cancer research and must continue to develop 
treatment for cancers that don’t respond to usual therapies,” Mr Hazzard said. 
 
“These fellowships will enable our world class cancer researchers to make a difference 
to the outcomes of people with cancer across Australia and the world. 
 
“Our funding builds on the more than $210 million invested by the NSW Government 
since 2011, through the Cancer Institute NSW, on cancer research.” 
 
Dr Fatima Valdes Mora from the Garvan Institute of Medical Research is being 
supported for a research program which could harness the potential of 
immunotherapy, opening up a new line of treatment for women with breast cancers 
that haven’t responded to existing therapies.  
 
“We’re seeing exceptional patient responses to immunotherapy in some cancers, 
however, there’s yet to be a major benefit in breast cancer. My team has discovered 
a particular type of immune cells that prevent patients with breast cancer benefiting 
from the current immunotherapies,” Dr Valdes Mora said. 
 
“We want to investigate the effectiveness of ‘epigenetic drugs’ in targeting this group 
of immune cells and hopefully that will unlock the potential of immunotherapy for 
women with breast cancer.” 
 
Chief Cancer Officer and CEO of the Cancer Institute NSW, Professor David Currow, 
said these fellowships are about supporting our very best researchers to pursue 
promising treatments for people living with cancer. 
 
“Their research will have an enormous, tangible impact on the community. Our goal is 
that it will help stop the spread of cancer and lessen its impact across the state,” 
Professor Currow said. 
 



The full list of fellowships being funded is available at https://www.cancer.nsw.gov.au/data-
research/grants/previous-grants-funded/career-support 
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