
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

The Cancer Institute NSW is Australia’s first statewide government cancer control agency. Established under 
the Cancer Institute (NSW) Act 2003, the Institute is responsible for lessening the impact of cancer by reducing 

cancer incidence, increasing cancer survival, improving quality of life for people living with cancer, and providing 
expert advice on cancer. 

 

  

International research hub to map cancer proteins 
 

Researchers at the Children’s Medical Research Institute (CMRI) at Westmead are 
embarking on a world-first – mapping the protein structures of all cancer types, to 

provide the information needed for further cancer research breakthroughs.    

 

The Australian Cancer Research Foundation (ACRF) has awarded a $10 million grant to 
establish the ACRF International Centre for the Proteome of Cancer (ProCan), with a 

further $500,000 committed by the Cancer Institute NSW towards additional technical 

staff to operate scientific equipment.  

 

“Proteomics is the new era in cancer research and ProCan will provide scientists the 
world over access to comprehensive cancer protein data to improve treatments, develop 

new therapies and allow for earlier diagnosis of cancers,” Chief Cancer Officer and CEO 

of the Cancer Institute Professor David Currow said.   

 
“NSW is at the forefront of cancer research and the team at the Children’s Medical 

Research Institute will be fast-tracking our understanding of how cancers behave by 

unlocking this deeper level of cancer data.”  

 
NSW Cancer patients will reap the benefits of ProCan, with their cancer proteins 

analysed alongside pathology results, genetic tests and previous treatment responses to 

provide precision-targeted therapies specifically for them.  

 

International technology experts and researchers will support the project, led by 
respected CMRI Professors Roger Reddel and Phil Robinson, to analyse upwards of 

70,000 cancer tissue samples using six high-powered mass spectrometry machines.  

 

“As a member of the Kids Cancer Alliance Translational Cancer Research Centre, the 
Cancer Institute NSW is proud to support the Children’s Medical Research Institute as it 

embarks on ProCan. Understanding cancer proteins can lead us to new approaches to 

stop their growth, reduce their size or even cure them altogether,” Professor Currow 

said.   
 

Health Minister Jillian Skinner congratulated CMRI and the ACRF on the new project. 

  

“ProCan is the latest example of how NSW has become a destination of choice for cancer 
research, which in turn benefits people in our state living with cancer as they access the 

latest cancer therapies and clinical trials,” Mrs Skinner said.  

 

 


