
 
 
 
  
 
  

The Cancer Institute NSW is Australia’s first statewide government cancer control agency. Established under 

the Cancer Institute (NSW) Act 2003, the Institute is responsible for lessening the impact of cancer by reducing 

cancer incidence, increasing cancer survival, improving quality of life for people living with cancer, and providing 

expert advice on cancer. 

 

 

Tuesday, 25 September 2018 

Fast-tracking discovery of cancer treatments 
 

Cancer patients will benefit from a $3.1 million NSW Government boost for research, including an 

Australian-first facility at the Children’s Medical Research Institute. 

 

Chief Cancer Officer and CEO of the Cancer Institute NSW, Professor David Currow, said the 

funding for six projects includes the NSW Cancer Research Peptide Synthesis Facility at 

Westmead, which will receive $700,000 to support research on developing new diagnostic tests 

and individualised cancer treatments. 

 

“The funding will foster collaboration among researchers and clinicians, and make a real difference 

to cancer outcomes around the world,” Professor Currow said. 

 

“This $3.1 million investment means our brightest research minds have access to the latest 

technologies that will accelerate research into new treatments for people with cancer.” 

 

Health Minister Brad Hazzard said the funding builds on the more than $210 million invested by 

the NSW Government since 2011, through the Cancer Institute NSW, on cancer research. 

 

“The NSW Government is investing in significantly boosting state-of-the-art cancer research 

capability,” Mr Hazzard said. 

 

“Sadly, there are few people whose lives have not been touched by cancer. Keeping NSW at the 

forefront of cutting edge research will lead to new drugs and better targeted treatment options.” 

 

The $3.1 million in grants will also support the following projects: 

 Transmission electron microscopes for cancer research ($600,000) 

 Accessible and affordable real-time whole genome, methylome, and transcriptome 
sequencing for personalised cancer research ($237,000) 

 Vectra Polaris multispectral imaging platform for cancer immunology ($465,910) 

 Australia’s first deformability cytometer – a novel tool for cancer mechanobiology and 
diagnosis ($450,000) 

 The first Australian Magnetic Particle Imaging facility for highly sensitive imaging of 
molecular and cellular cancer processes ($634,660) 

 

For more information, see: www.cancer.nsw.gov.au/data-research/grants/previous-grants-

funded/research-infrastructure  
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