
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

The Cancer Institute NSW is Australia’s first statewide government cancer control agency. Established under 
the Cancer Institute (NSW) Act 2003, the Institute is responsible for lessening the impact of cancer by reducing 

cancer incidence, increasing cancer survival, improving quality of life for people living with cancer, and providing 
expert advice on cancer. 

 

 

 

 BOWEL CANCER KITS KEY TO LIFE-SAVING EARLY DIAGNOSIS 

Cancer Institute NSW is urging people over 50 to ensure they use their bowel cancer screening kits, 

with 60 per cent of people diagnosed with the life-threatening disease after it had already spread. 

Professor David Currow, Chief Cancer Officer and CEO of the Cancer Institute NSW, said people aged 

50-74 should use their free, home-delivered test kit as soon as they receive it in the mail as early 

detection is critical. 

“Bowel cancer can be successfully treated in 90 per cent of cases if it is detected early so please don’t 

leave these kits in your drawer or wait until you are experiencing symptoms,” Professor Currow said. 

“Data from the NSW Cancer Registry shows that about 60 per cent of people with bowel cancer find 

out it has already spread by the time they are diagnosed, reducing the chances of successfully treating 

it. 

“This is a free, quick and simple screening test you can do in the privacy of your own home and will 

give you the best chance against bowel cancer – or even prevent it entirely.” 

Since 1 July 2015, the Cancer Institute NSW has invested more than $3.5 million on public campaigns 

for bowel cancer screening, and awarded more than $770,000 to local community and health 

organisations to promote bowel cancer screening awareness, participation and service redesign. 

This year alone, it is projected that around 5,790 people will be diagnosed with bowel cancer in NSW 

and 1,850 people will die from the disease.  

People who participate in the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program are almost twice as likely to 

have their cancer detected at the earliest stage, when it is most treatable.  

For many people, by the time they experience symptoms of bowel cancer, the cancer has already 

spread to areas outside the bowel, when survival rates drop to 72 per cent.  

For the one in five people whose cancer has spread to other organs like the liver or lungs, survival 

rates are as low as 15 per cent. 

The National Bowel Cancer Screening Program is a free program which mails bowel screening kits to 

people aged 50 to 74 years every two years. For more information visit www.cancerinstitute.org.au or 

to find out when you can expect your bowel screening kit to arrive in the mail visit 

www.DoTheTest.com.au   

Media contacts: 
Janyne Moore 

In The Media PR 
0450 686 693 
Janyne@inthemediapr.com.au 

Oryana Angel 

In The Media PR 
0400 602 202 
Oryana@inthemediapr.com.au 

Laura Kiely 

Cancer Institute NSW 
0415 158 229 
Laura.kiely@cancerinstitute.org.au  

 

http://www.cancerinstitute.org.au/
http://www.cancerinstitute.org.au/
http://www.dothetest.com.au/
mailto:Janyne@inthemediapr.com.au
mailto:Oryana@inthemediapr.com.au
mailto:Laura.kiely@cancerinstitute.org.au

