
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

New Cervical Screening Test to save lives 

More than one million women overdue for their Pap test are being urged to have the more effective, five-

yearly Cervical Screening Test, expected to reduce cervical cancer deaths by at least 20 per cent. 

The state’s Chief Cancer Officer and Chief Health Officer have joined experts from Cancer Council NSW 

and Family Planning NSW to ensure women get the message about the new test, which replaces the Pap 

test from tomorrow, detects the presence of the human papillomavirus (HPV) that may cause cervical 

cancer.  

“The previous Pap test could only detect changes in the cells once they had occurred, whereas this test 

will allow us to identify and monitor women with HPV, who may be at a higher risk of these changes 

occurring, while women who are negative for HPV will have five years before their next screen. The new 

test will ensure women are one step ahead of cervical cancer,” Professor Currow said.  

“Booking an appointment for this new test as soon as possible is vital. We know that eight out of 10 

women diagnosed with cervical cancer have not had regular screening. Don’t let this be you.” 

NSW Chief Health Officer, Dr Kerry Chant, also urged women to speak with their GP about the new 

Cervical Screening Test. 

“Cervical screening has been one of the great public health success stories of our generation, halving both 

the incidence and mortality rates for cervical cancer,” Dr Chant said. 

Professor Karen Canfell, Director of Research at Cancer Council NSW, said, “The new program is excellent 

news for all women. Recent results from Australia’s largest clinical trial, Compass, have shown that the 

new Cervical Screening Test is substantially more effective than the Pap test.  

“Our research also tells us that the renewed program will reduce cervical cancer cases and deaths by at 

least 20 per cent. Australia has been a leader in this space for decades, and it’s exciting to see us at the 

forefront of cervical cancer prevention again.”  

Dr Deborah Bateson, Medical Director of Family Planning NSW, said,” We are pleased that the new 

Cervical Screening Test is available from today that will help prevent cancer in all women across NSW. 

The new test is more accurate which means women only have to have one every five years.” 

“At Family Planning NSW, we have interpreters and youth-friendly clinics where women can feel 

comfortable having a conversation about the new screening program with any of our clinicians.” 

“Family Planning NSW is here for people with disability, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women and 

anyone who wants to talk about the changes to the screening program and what it means for them.” 
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Family Planning NSW – Eleanor Gibbs, 0402 880 653, eleanorg@fpnsw.org.au  

 

 

http://www.cancerinstitute.org.au/cervical-screening-nsw/cervical-cancer/about-cervical-cancer
http://www.cancerinstitute.org.au/cervical-screening-nsw/about-cervical-screening/how-will-cervical-screening-change
mailto:laura.kiely@cancerinstitute.org.au
mailto:isabelle.dubach@nswcc.org.au
mailto:eleanorg@fpnsw.org.au

