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Introduction 

The Cancer Institute NSW (the Institute) is Australia’s first state-wide government-

supported cancer control agency. Our vision is to lessen the impact of cancer in NSW and 

we are focused on taking a collaborative approach to improving outcomes in cancer 

prevention, diagnosis, treatment, care and ultimately, survival.  

The Institute is working on delivering the NSW Cancer Plan, the NSW Government 

strategy that sets the platform for programs and campaigns aimed at lessening the 

burden of cancer in NSW. The NSW Cancer Plan has a focused attention on priority 

populations and priority cancers to both improve cancer outcomes and lessen inequity 

within the community. The NSW Cancer Plan can be downloaded from the Institute’s 

website.  

Objectives of the Program 

The Aboriginal Cancer Grants will provide funding to organisations working in cancer, 

health and other related services. The focus of these grants is community and service-

centred initiatives and not research proposals. 

Eligibility Criteria  

To be eligible for funding in the 2020 Grant Round: 

1. The organisation must be a registered organisation with a demonstrated track record 

in cancer control or vested interest in improving cancer outcomes for specific groups 

in the community and be based in and providing services to the population of NSW. 

2. Applicants must apply via the Expression of Interest word template.  

3. The project must commence in the 2020/21 financial year and be completed at the 

latest by 29 October 2021.  

4. All obligations regarding previously funded projects involving the applicants must 

have been fulfilled to the satisfaction of the Institute. Such obligations include the 

provision of satisfactory progress, final and financial reports. 

5. The project must have an evaluation approach that includes process and outcome 

measures. It is recommended that up to 10% of the total project cost is allocated to 

evaluation. 

6. All applications must have the required signatures. 

  

https://www.cancer.nsw.gov.au/what-we-do/nsw-cancer-plan
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Timeline   

Key dates for the Aboriginal Cancer Grants 2020 Round 

Tuesday, 1 December 2020  Call for Expressions of Interest 

Thursday, 17 December 2020 

 

Tuesday, 19 January 2021 

 

5:00pm on Friday,  12 February 2021  

Information session 1 

 

Information session 2 

 

Close of applications 

 

 March 2021  

 

Finalise review of applications 

 

 April 2021 

 

 3 May 2021 

 

 May 2021 

 

Regularly throughout the grant 

 

Notification to applicants 

 

Projects and funding period commence 

 

Grant Initiation meeting 

 

Project progress reporting 

 

 29 October 2021 Final report/ project closure 

 

Funding 

• The funds must be spent for the primary purpose of achieving the objectives of the 

Grants.  

• Funding is available for registered not-for-profit, government, non-government 

organisations companies in NSW. If a joint application is received and successful, 

funding will be provided to the lead applicant and distribution of funds is their 

ultimate responsibility. This should be identified in the project budget to be submitted 

as part of the Expression of Interest. 

• The Institute reserves the right to award funds at a different level and for varying 

periods to that requested in the Expression of Interest. 

• As part of the final reporting requirements, a full financial acquittal verified by a 

certified officer is required. 

• Funding is not to be used for clinical service positions or provision of clinical services. 

Funding is to be used to support the establishment of sustainable models of 

care/initiatives that can continue beyond the funding period. Please note that funding 

may be used to appoint a temporary project officer, or similar position to undertake 

the project. 
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• There is an expectation that successful applicants will participate in a relevant 

Communities of Practice group and submit an abstract to the Institute’s Innovations 

in Cancer Treatment and Care Conference (or other agreed conference). 

Evaluation of Expression of Interest Submissions 

Once the application has been submitted it will be reviewed for completeness and 

adherence to submission requirements. All applicants will be reviewed and selected 

through a competitive process. Each Expression of Interest will be reviewed and scored 

according to the project concept, including: 

• Project methodology  

• Project budget  

• Experience/background  

• Focus and current activities of the organisation. 

The essential criteria listed below is to be addressed throughout the Expression of 

Interest as it will be considered and scored as part of selection. Applicants may be asked 

to provide additional information in order to reach a final decision.  

Chief Executive/s (or equivalent), Project Sponsor/s or equivalent, and Project Lead/s 

detailed in the Expression of Interest will be notified in writing of the evaluation outcome. 

The Institute is unable to provide any additional information about the reasons for being 

successful/unsuccessful beyond what is stated in the letter of notification. 

Submitting an Expression of Interest 

How to complete an Expression of Interest application 

• The Expression of Interest template must be completed and emailed to CINSW-

Innovation@health.nsw.gov.au.  

• Expressions of Interest needs to provide all requested information. Only information 

provided in the Expression of Interest will form the basis of the review process.  

Sign-off 

• All applications require the following signatures: 

o Project Lead 

o Project Sponsor 

o Chief Executive (or equivalent) 

o Director of Aboriginal Health (or equivalent – Local Health District/ Specialty 

Health Network) 

o Chief Executive of the local Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Service. 

• Applications with a partner organisation also require the signature of the appropriate 

authority from the partner organisation.  

  

https://www.cancer.nsw.gov.au/getmedia/ef51347f-3f24-42e2-8044-36225f304c90/Aboriginal-Cancer-Grants-2020-Round-EOI-application-template.docx
mailto:CINSW-Innovation@health.nsw.gov.au
mailto:CINSW-Innovation@health.nsw.gov.au
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Due date 

• Applications must be submitted by 5:00pm on Friday, 12 February 2021.  

• Incomplete submissions will not be accepted. 

Aboriginal Cancer Grants 

Up to a maximum value of $30,000 per grant excluding GST, up to 6 months 

Aboriginal communities have a higher incidence of cancer than non-Aboriginal 

communities (461 per 100,000 compared with 434 per 100,000) and Aboriginal people 

are more likely to die from cancer than non-Aboriginal people (253 per 100,000 

compared with 172 per 100,000). Aboriginal communities also have a higher prevalence 

of cancer-related risk factors. 

Compared with non-Aboriginal people, Aboriginal people may be less likely to access 

services, including support and treatment services and, as a result may also experience 

poorer outcomes during and after cancer treatment. 

It is acknowledged that community engagement is the touchstone to raise the profile of 

cancer, improve engagement with services and implement the relevant interventions at 

the local level across for the NSW Aboriginal population. 

Funding is available to build and strengthen effective partnerships for registered not-for-

profit, government and non-government organisations in NSW to develop culturally safe 

cancer services for Aboriginal people. At a minimum the project must ensure a 

partnership between the Local Health District/ Specialty Health Network and an 

Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Service. 

The grants are available to further support the scope of the NSW Cancer Plan, with the 

aim of addressing an equity issues for Aboriginal people thereby, improving the 

experiences of those affected by cancer, and ultimately improving cancer outcomes. 

The focus of these grants is to develop, implement, and evaluate strategies which aim to 

support Aboriginal people across the Optimal Care Pathways for Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people with cancer.  

Essential Criteria 

1. The lead organisation currently provides healthcare or health promotion services to 

the NSW population and have a demonstrated track record in cancer control and/or 

Aboriginal health. 

2. The project has a clear plan to reduce the gap in cancer outcomes for NSW Aboriginal 

people, in accordance with the NSW Cancer Plan and the principles of the National 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cancer Framework. 

3. The project is to address the following: 

https://www.canceraustralia.gov.au/publications-and-resources/cancer-australia-publications/optimal-care-pathway-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people-cancer
https://www.canceraustralia.gov.au/publications-and-resources/cancer-australia-publications/optimal-care-pathway-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people-cancer
https://www.cancer.nsw.gov.au/getmedia/69ca5241-3620-4898-a32b-e7c7e78cab8b/CancerPlan2016-Web.pdf
https://www.canceraustralia.gov.au/publications-and-resources/cancer-australia-publications/national-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-cancer-framework
https://www.canceraustralia.gov.au/publications-and-resources/cancer-australia-publications/national-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-cancer-framework
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a. Build capacity within the health system to further support Aboriginal people 

along the Optimal Care Pathway for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people with cancer. 

b. Respond to locally identified needs and priorities to support Aboriginal people 

with cancer, in line with the NSW Cancer Plan. 

c. Build sustainable partnerships between Aboriginal Community Controlled 

Health Services and Local Health Districts/ Specialty Health Networks to 

support Aboriginal people with cancer and their communities. 

4. The project is scoped to be completed within a timeframe of up to 6 months or to be 

completed by  29 October 2021. 

5. An evaluation methodology is identified in the proposal to monitor and measure the 

outcomes of the project. 

Desirable Criteria 

1. The project aligns with the organisation’s strategic plan and/or local Cancer Plan, the 

key principles outlined within the Optimal Care Pathway for Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people with cancer. 

2. The project encourages collaboration with eligible agencies to maximise efficient use 

of funding to achieve a common goal. 

3. The applicant has identified potential human resources and in-kind support. 

4. The project develops or utilises systems to share knowledge, expertise or experience 

(e.g. communities of practice, information technology).    

Out of Scope 

1. Capital purchases 

2. Funding for research proposals 

3. The continuation and/or evaluation of existing programs/initiatives 

4. Funding for clinical service positions or the delivery of clinical services. Please note, 

the funding may be used to appoint a fixed term project officer, or similar position to 

undertake the project. 

5. Activities that do not raise the cancer profile or identify partnerships; both informal 

and formal partnerships. 

Information Sessions 

Information sessions will be held on 17 December 2020 and 19 January 2021 to assist 

applicants with the process and answer any questions. If you would like to attend an 

Information Session, please contact Leona.McGrath@health.nsw.gov.au. 

  

https://www.canceraustralia.gov.au/publications-and-resources/cancer-australia-publications/optimal-care-pathway-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people-cancer
https://www.canceraustralia.gov.au/publications-and-resources/cancer-australia-publications/optimal-care-pathway-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people-cancer
mailto:Leona.McGrath@health.nsw.gov.au
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Frequently Asked Questions 

A ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ section on the Institute’s Aboriginal Cancer Grants 2020 

Round webpage will be updated with relevant questions received during the application 

period.  

Contact us 

• Email: CINSW-Innovation@health.nsw.gov.au 

• Please enter “Aboriginal Cancer Grants” in the email subject line to enable quicker 

processing of your query. 

https://www.cancer.nsw.gov.au/Research-and-data/Grants/Grant-opportunities/Aboriginal-Cancer-Grants-2020-Round
https://www.cancer.nsw.gov.au/Research-and-data/Grants/Grant-opportunities/Aboriginal-Cancer-Grants-2020-Round
mailto:CINSW-Innovation@health.nsw.gov.au

