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1. Overview 

 

1.1 Introduction  

The Cancer Institute NSW (the Institute) is the NSW government’s cancer control agency. 

The Institute is driving innovation in cancer care by working in partnership with leaders in 

the field to deliver the best cancer results for the people of NSW.  The Cancer Institute 

NSW Accelerated Translational Research Grant (ATRG) will fund world-class research that 

aligns with the NSW Cancer Plan to drive rapid improvements in cancer care for patients 

across the state.  

 

1.2 The Cancer Institute NSW Research Programs  

The Institute is committed to pursuing and supporting excellence and innovation in cancer 

research as a key method to improve outcomes in NSW. The research supported by the 

Institute must be performance-driven and deliver meaningful and significant outcomes. 

Applications are considered against specific criteria for each program, as well as adherence 

to the following principles:   

• Consistent with the priorities for action in the NSW Cancer Plan  

• Commitment to excellence and innovation irrespective of administrative and 

institutional boundaries 

• Commitment to the needs of people right across the state   

• Commitment to rapid translation of research findings to clinical practice and policy   

• A focus on the importance of the outputs from research 

• Supporting recruitment and development of excellent cancer researchers in NSW  

• Promoting attainment of additional scientific depth by collaboration involving a 

number of research disciplines 

• Supporting the development of links with key national or overseas research programs 

and industry.  

2. Accelerated Translational Research Grant 
 

2.1 Purpose  

This unique and substantial program grant will support a research program to accelerate 

improvements in outcomes aligned with the NSW Cancer Plan. The research program 

must translate to state-wide benefits to the people of NSW in improving cancer outcomes 

against one or more of the focus cancers of the current NSW Cancer Plan, or have 

appropriate emphasis on at least one population with demonstrably poorer cancer health 

outcomes.  

 

The Accelerated Translational Research Grant aims to incentivise research that targets the 

focus cancers and priority populations. Priority populations are those that experience 

poorer cancer outcomes than the general population, such as Aboriginal and culturally and 

linguistically diverse (CALD) populations. Lung, bowel or primary liver cancer are focus 

cancers due to the considerable impact they have on the community and the opportunity 

to make substantial improvements in outcomes for these cancer types. 

https://www.cancer.nsw.gov.au/cancer-plan
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The Accelerated Translational Research Grant aims to support high achieving research 

teams who have the ability and capacity to:  

• Rapidly translate current research into clinical practice that will improve cancer care 

or cancer outcomes within five years; 

• Demonstrate a logical pipeline of research development and implementation across 

the five years; 

• Generate research outcomes and translation of those outcomes into practice at an 

internationally competitive level; and 

• Assemble a team with the relevant skills and a track record of working together for 

the entire program which will, by definition, be multi-disciplinary and multi-

institutional. This will need to include clinical partners that span metropolitan and 

non-metropolitan health care settings. 

 

2.2 Funding Available  

One ATRG will be awarded by the Cancer Institute NSW. Funds of up to $1,400,000 (ex-

GST) per annum will be offered, to a total of $7,000,000 (ex-GST) per grant for up to a 

total funding period of five years. The funding must be spent in NSW. 

 

2.3 Two-Stage Application Process 

The ATRG application process involves two stages, whereby only successful applicants from 

stage 1 will be invited to apply for the second stage. 

2.3.1 Stage 1: Expression of Interest (EOI) 

The purpose of the EOI is to provide high-level details about the proposed program of 

translational research, the Chief Investigator, Co-Investigators and the budget summary. 

The successful EOI applicants will be invited to submit a full application. Applicants who 

are not shortlisted will also be notified.  

2.3.2 Stage 2: Full Application (by invitation only) 

The full application should build on the information provided in the EOI to provide a more 

detailed research plan and budget justification. The following additional information will be 

required: 

• Consumer Review Form 

• An Aboriginal Health Impact Statement (if the Aboriginal community is a key focus area 

of the proposed research) 

Applicants will also have the opportunity to address any feedback from the reviewed EOI.  

3. Eligibility Criteria 

3.1 Located in NSW  

The Chief Investigator and Administering Institution must be located in NSW.  
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3.2 Chief Investigator 

Each ATRG application will have one named Chief Investigator, with a minimum of 0.2 FTE 

towards the activities of the program. The Chief Investigator must be employed at an 

institution within NSW for the duration of the grant.  

An applicant can only be named as Chief Investigator on one ATRG application for each 

grant round. An applicant can include up to 20 Co-Investigators. All grant funding must be 

spent within NSW. Applicants must have an Open Researcher and Contributor ID (ORCID) 

identifier and to enter this onto their profile on the Grants Management System (GMS) 

(refer to page 8 in the GMS User Guide). The ORCID will allow the GMS to pre-populate 

key information from the applicant’s profile, such as name, position, institution, 

qualifications, employment history and publications. 

3.3 Administering Institution Endorsement 

Applications must nominate a single Administering Institution who will be responsible for 

the management of the grant and will enter into a funding agreement with the Cancer 

Institute NSW. The Administering Institution must have policies and procedures in place 

for the administration of public funds; for the management of Intellectual Property; and 

the proper conduct of research in relation to ethics. Additionally, the Administering 

Institution must have good scientific practice and will provide appropriate infrastructure to 

allow the research supported by the grant to be undertaken.  

 

The Administering Institution and their nominated institutional contact must be registered 

with the Cancer Institute NSW. Refer to the list of Registered Administering Institutions 

and the Administering Institution Contact Registration Form. 

 

At the time of the grant application submission, an Endorsement Letter from the 

Administering Institution Contact on an institutional letterhead must be included. This 

letter must confirm the following: 

 

• The application is endorsed by the Administering Institution; 

• All named Investigators who are not Australian citizens or permanent residents have 

the requisite work visa(s) in place at the time of accepting the successful grant;  

• The Chief Investigator will remain employed in NSW for the duration of the funding 

period; 

• The Chief Investigator has met all reporting requirements for current or previously 

funded grants funded by the Institute; and  

• Any other information relevant for the application (refer to section 2.3.2). 

4. Assessment  
The Stage 1 (EOI) application is assessed on scientific review. Assessment of Stage 2 (full 

application) consists of both scientific and consumer review. Scientific review will be 

conducted through the Grants Review Committee and consumer review will be conducted 

through the Cancer Council’s Consumer Review Panel. The assessments will be combined 

https://orcid.org/
https://www.cancer.nsw.gov.au/getmedia/20760d07-a2bd-4d66-8ef1-c36744f5c5a0/GMS-User-Guide-for-Applicants-Research-Grants-1.pdf
https://www.cancer.nsw.gov.au/data-research/grants/research-grants/administering-institutions
https://www.cancer.nsw.gov.au/getmedia/c9cde7b8-9327-4e9a-856e-e605941a8fa5/Administering-Institution-Contact-Registration-form.DOCX
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using a weighting of scientific (80%) and consumer (20%) and provided to the Grants 

Review Committee in order to finalise the rankings of the full applications. 

4.1 Scientific Assessment 

The scientific assessment for the ATRG is identical for Stage 1 (EOI) and Stage 2 (full 

application). However, the level of detail for Stage 1 is expected to be a high-level 

summary, while Stage 2 will consist of more detailed research, translation and 

sustainability plans. Applications will be assessed against the following selection criteria 

based on the weighting below: 

4.1.1 Significance (35%)   

The research program’s primary aim should be to increase the survival and/or quality of 

life of people with cancer in one or more of the focus cancers of the current NSW Cancer 

Plan, or have appropriate emphasis on at least one population with demonstrably poorer 

cancer health outcomes: 

Focus Cancers 

• Lung cancer 

• Bowel cancer 

• Primary liver cancer 

Priority Populations  

• Aboriginal communities 

• Culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) communities 

• Socioeconomically disadvantaged communities 

• Rural and remote communities 

• Other populations with poorer cancer health outcomes such as older people and people 

with long term mental health conditions 

 

The significance of the program of research should be demonstrated by: 

• Addressing a major question of critical importance in the priority population or focus 

cancer 

• Having a high potential to increase the survival and/or quality of life of people with 

cancer. This could include, but is not limited to: 

o Increasing the early detection of people with cancer 

o Improving cancer treatment to drive better outcomes 

• A feasible research plan (rationale, design, methodology) with anticipated outcomes to 

accomplish the aims of the grant 

• Consumer engagement throughout the research program 

• A clear process for monitoring the progress of the research, including achievable key 

milestones and outcome indicators that can be delivered during the grant 

• Being of world-class standard with the potential to bring innovative approaches to 

cancer research. 
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4.1.2 Team Track Record (35%)  

The named Investigators as individuals and as a diverse research team, should 

demonstrate: 

• A track record in managing and successfully delivering impactful research  

• Excellence in clinical care and a high level of translational research in improving cancer 

care and outcomes 

• Members from a range of career stages 

• A high degree of established collaborations amongst team members with reference to 

the length of collaboration and achievements 

• A clear plan on how the research team will promote and sustain a collaborative 

approach for the duration of the grant funding    

• Capability to undertake the proposed research program in the grant timeframe.  

4.1.3 Translation and Sustainability (30%)  

The applicants must demonstrate that the research team have a plan for timely and 

effective state-wide research translation that will be sustainable after the completion of 

the grant funding. Considerations include: 

• Evidence of established strategic partnerships and stakeholder engagement strategies 

to ensure successful translation across NSW 

• Ensuring equitable access to the intervention 

• Pathways for scaling up research findings across NSW and demonstrated sustainability 

• The economic impact on the focus area.  

4.2 Consumer Involvement in Research Assessment 

Consumer involvement and engagement is important in health and medical research as it 

can facilitate effective translation of research to deliver improved health outcomes. The 

Consumer Review Panel will assess each proposal according to the plain English statements 

on consumer involvement and the benefits of the research to the community. The 

consumer application form must be able to be read as a stand-alone document as the 

Consumer Review Panel will not see the scientific application. 

5. Selection Process 

5.1 Electronic submission  

Applications must be submitted via the Institute’s Grants Management System by 1pm of 

the due date unless otherwise stated. It is the responsibility of the Chief Investigator and 

the Administering Institution Contact to ensure that the application is complete and 

accurate prior to submission. 

5.2 Eligibility Assessment 

Submitted EOI applications will be reviewed to ensure they adhere to all eligibility 

requirements, including the provision of appropriate endorsement letters from the 

Administering Institution.  

https://grants.cancerinstitute.org.au/
http://www.cancer.nsw.gov.au/data-research/grants/grant-opportunities
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5.3 Independent Review Process 

The Institute utilises an independent Grants Review Committee composed of external 

members. The Grants Review Committee adheres to the Cancer Institute NSW policies to 

ensure the privacy and confidentiality of applications. The Institute requires its Grants 

Review Committee members and any additional independent assessors to declare any 

conflicts of interest. The member(s) will withdraw from reviewing individual applications 

where such conflict exists.  

 

The Grants Review Committee will assess scientific applications based on an assessment 

of merit against the stated assessment criteria. Applications may be reviewed by additional 

independent assessors if required.  

 

The Grants Review Committee will put forward recommendations for awarding of the grant 

to the Cancer Institute NSW for consideration.   

5.4 Approval and notification process 

The Cancer Institute NSW’s Board will consider all recommendations for funding by the 

Grants Review Committee and approve funding for the grant to be awarded. Once the 

Board has approved the awarding of the grant, applicants will be notified in writing of the 

outcome.  

6. Funding for Successful Grants 

6.1 Funding Agreement 

If the application is successful, the Administering Institution and the Cancer Institute NSW 

will enter into a Funding Agreement. All parties must accept the terms of the Funding 

Agreement and the Administering Institution must sign the Agreement before payments 

are made. It is recommended that all parties familiarise themselves with the Institute’s 

Competitive Grants Agreement prior to submission of an application. 

6.2 Use of funds 

Funds awarded must be used for the purposes as detailed in the Funds section of the 

Funding Agreement and the application approved by the Cancer Institute NSW. Funds 

awarded cannot be used for any purposes associated with basic (i.e. desk, stationery, 

phone) or overhead infrastructure costs (i.e. institutional overheads of administrative 

levies). Funds should not be used to support research conducted outside of NSW. Both 

financial and performance audits may be conducted on behalf of the Institute to confirm 

the use of the monies.  

6.3 Reporting Requirements 

Successful applicants must provide an annual progress report and final report for the grant 

using the provided template. These reports must demonstrate the actualisation of the 

research and progress on the milestones from the application, as well as progress to 

https://www.cancer.nsw.gov.au/getmedia/5c677967-afb4-4c41-b9e5-c0a834e11234/Cancer-Institute-NSW-Competitive-Grants-Agreement-v1-1.pdf
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improving cancer outcomes. The progress reports may be used for grant scheme auditing 

or evaluation purposes at the Institute. 

6.4 Variations 

Any requests for a variation to a grant, such as time extensions, changes of scope, changes 

of investigators, need to be submitted by the Administering Institution Contact to the 

Cancer Institute NSW. A variation can only be processed within the funding period of the 

existing funding agreement. Approval of a variation request is at the Cancer Institute 

NSW’s discretion.  

6.5 Acknowledgement and participation 

Investigator(s) should acknowledge the funding provided by the Cancer Institute NSW, 

please refer to the Institute’s Funding Acknowledgment Guide. Investigator(s) may be 

required to be available for media interviews, briefings related to the grant, to participate 

in and present at forum(s) at the request of the Cancer Institute NSW.  

6.6 Enquiries 

Enquiries can be directed to the Grants Team at CINSW-Grants@health.nsw.gov.au.  

 

https://www.cancer.nsw.gov.au/getmedia/a898d2dc-d4a4-4229-8e3a-51a13c6c61c0/Funding-Acknowledgements-guide.docx
mailto:CINSW-Grants@health.nsw.gov.au

